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SOMOS MAYFAIR RECOGNIZED AS PART OF HISTORYMAKING GRANT

San José, CA – Somos Mayfair is pleased to announce that it has been awarded $20,000 by the Latino Community Foundation in the foundation’s first community grants.
The Latino Community Foundation’s Children and Youth Initiative will grant $1 million over four years to Latino-serving organizations to improve children’s health and education from prenatal through kindergarten. “This funding Initiative marks an important leap from intent to impact,” said Raquel F. Donoso, Executive Director of the Latino Community Foundation. 

Somos Mayfair, an 11-year old nonprofit organization supporting families in the Mayfair neighborhood of east San José, is in the first cohort of grants that will support efforts reaching more than 3,000 Latino children and their families in the region, including San Francisco, Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, and Santa Clara Counties. In addition to Somos, grantees are: Bay Area Hispanic Institute for Advancement (BAHIA), Canal Alliance, Good Samaritan Family Resource Center, La Clinica de la Raza, the Learning & Loving Education Center Mission Neighborhood Health Center, Mujeres Unidas y Activas, Novato Human Needs Center, and The Latina Center. 

Jaime Alvarado, Somos Mayfair’s Executive Director, said, “We look forward to developing partnerships with the Latino Community Foundation along with the other agencies of this growing network committed to Latino children and youth.”
The grant will be used by Somos Mayfair to support its   Family Support program in which promotores (peer community educators) help teach immigrant families with young children how to access services and opportunities and how to advocate for their children’s needs.  Somos Mayfair is preparing young children for future school success and assisting immigrant families realize their dreams of a better life for their children. 
Board Chair Darcie Green acknowledged the significance of this funding, "It means great deal to Somos to be recognized as one of the key Bay Area organizations serving the Latino community. The greater Bay Area is now seeing that we truly are making a difference in the lives of children and families in Mayfair."
********************************************
About Somos Mayfair:  Founded in 1997, the Mayfair Improvement Initiative began as a partnership between the residents of Mayfair, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and the Community Foundation Silicon Valley. Hundreds of residents joined together to identify and prioritize changes to address poverty, fear and violence in the Mayfair area of east San José. In 2007, we changed our name to Somos Mayfair.  Somos Mayfair engages the community of 20,000 mostly immigrant, working-class residents in dialogue, supports families to meet basic needs and to be healthy and resilient, and promotes civic action. For more information about Somos Mayfair, visit our website at www.somosmayfair.org
For More Information about the Latino Community Foundation, Online at www.latinocf.org. 
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